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Sweet Corn Tar Spot 2023

▪ All varieties resulted in high incidence of tar spot in late planting
▪ Photo below by K. Wise

Map of U.S. counties where tar spot was 
confirmed in 2023. Map source: 
https://corn.ipmpipe.org/tarspot/



• recent U.S. occurrence (~ 6 years)
• potential for significant crop reductions and economic losses (up to 
     60 bushels/acre reduction)
• reduced photosynthesis during grain fill 
• fungal pathogen Phyllachora maydis
• symptoms include small raised black and circular spots on leaves, stalks husks 
• disease can vary based on weather, inoculum load, and cultivar

These black and circular spots are known as fungal 
fruiting structures called stromata, each of which can produce 
thousands of spores. (upper photo by Ed Zaworski; lower photo 
by Dan Quinn)
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Sweet Corn Tar Spot
UW-Hancock ARS Variety Trial – 2023 K21

Planting date June 28, 2023Variety Sponsor
Devotion Seminis
Dall Seminis
Messenger Seminis
Shiras Seminis
GSS 2259P Syngenta
GSS 3951 Syngenta
GH 9335 Syngenta
GSS 4628 Syngenta
Azlan Harris Moran
Coachman Harris Moran
HMC 302 Harris Moran
Klondike Harris Moran
Kamet Harris Moran
Stockade Crookham
Forerunner Crookham
Townsend Crookham
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Tar Spot Severity (%) On Sweet Corn Ear Leaf
UW Hancock ARS 2023
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Figure 3. Tar spot severity diagram indicating various 
levels of tar spot on corn leaves. Yield loss isn’t typically 
detectable in the field until severity reaches 10% or more 
on the ear leaf or leaves above this leaf.
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