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Food Processor Energy Initiative – MWFPA worked with Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy to help processors identify
and implement energy efficiency projects. We also cosponsored a two-day energy conference with UW-Madison
regarding implementation of cost-effective energy recovery systems at food, dairy and meat processing facilities.

Safety Conference – The fourth annual WSC/MWFPA Safety Conference was a success with over 100 attendees
for the full-day event. A personal development course on “Creating a Safety Culture” was particularly well attended.

Food Processing Ergonomics – Members participated in a full day workshop on best ergonomic practices and
the latest in OSHA compliance.

Agriculture Research – Processors and seed companies funded over $70,000 in research through the universities
of Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. This research helps the Midwest retain its position as the leader in the
production of processed fruits and vegetables in the country.

Organic Raw Product Research – MWFPA facilitated a grant to fund research on the large scale production and
processing of organic snap beans, keeping the Midwest the number one producer of snap beans.  

Waste to Energy Research – MWFPA and members funded research that will help convert large quantities of
vegetable waste into energy and fertilizer, helping to lower disposal and energy costs while possibly generating
new revenues.

Food and Agriculture Educational Scholarships – Five University of Wisconsin students of food science or
agriculture were awarded $1,500 scholarships through the MWFPA Carleton A. Friday and Kenneth G. Weckel
Scholarship funds.  

Safety Program – MWFPA member plants compete for annual safety awards by monitoring safety protocol based
on OSHA data that is submitted monthly.  The awards are presented at the annual convention.

New Technology – The association coordinated funding and research for a new machine that calibrates creamed
corn consistency. 

Industry Communication – In 2009 we added new staff to help us communicate the importance of the food
processing industry to the Midwest.   

Food Processor Directory – Over two thousand directories are distributed to members and policymakers with
information on key industry companies and personnel throughout the Midwest.  

Convention – Despite a winter snow storm, over 600 food industry experts participated in the Annual Convention
and Expo in Rochester, MN in 2009. The event attracted over 125 exhibitors and featured over 30 speakers. 

Annual Golf Outing – Over 140 processors and industry representatives participated in this annual event which
awards over $3,000 in cash prizes to golfers and non-golfers.  

Newsletters – MWFPA members receive monthly electronic newsletters and special reports on public policy
issues and industry trends.

Committee Activities – MWFPA is fortunate to have members with expertise on
a host of food issues who volunteer their time and knowledge for the industry.
Much of their input comes through ten committees that help identify and
comment on a variety of issues.  

Community Action – MWFPA members assisted the FFA to raise food
contributions for Food Banks in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  Our members
donated over 270,000 non-perishable food items for the event.

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
&

 In
du

str
y R

es
ea

rc
h

Networking, Communication, Involvement





Dear MWFPA Member:

The Midwest food processing industry has weathered the recession better
than most industries, which allowed the association to continue our mission
of advocacy, education, and communication.  The MWFPA Board of
Directors charted a clear course in 2009 that added to our membership
base and bottom line.

We lobbied on issues ranging from tax increases on slaughter houses to
allowing processed foods in state WIC programs, but primarily focused our
efforts on environmental and chemical regulations.  Climate change
legislation, groundwater regulations and bans on the use of Bisphenol-A
(BPA) were prevalent in the Midwest states and throughout the country.   

MWFPA members aided our efforts with phone calls, letters and one-on-one
meetings with legislators.  Member expertise is invaluable as we work with
state agencies on food processing regulations.  

In 2009 we promoted education in the industry through our scholarship
program, seminars, and sponsorship of numerous research projects.  All of
this is coordinated through our network of committees with oversight from
the board of directors.  

MWFPA programs were well attended in 2009.  Worker safety, food safety
and energy conservation are three issues that resonate with all members
and were the focus of seminars.  These topics and many more were
highlighted at the Annual Convention which was attended by hundreds of
food industry representatives.

In 2009 we invested in new equipment, technology, and staff to facilitate
better communication with members, policy makers, and the public.  The
more people realize the benefits of a strong food processing industry, the
better they understand the positions we take on important regulatory issues.
Better communication tools add value for all MWFPA members.

And of course none of this is possible without the support from our
members.  Thank you for your support in 2009.  We look forward to
working with members to better serve the industry in 2010.

Sincerely,

Nickolas C. George, Jr.
President
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MWFPA represents food processors before the legislatures and regulatory agencies
in Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin as well as Washington DC.  Below is a sample
of the issues addressed by MWFPA in 2009.

Federal Employee Free Choice – MWFPA worked with other coalition members to
oppose federal legislation removing an employee’s freedom to choose whether or
not to join a union.  

Food Processing Plant Regulations – The MWFPA Food, Science and Technology Committee worked with agency
officials updating agency rules and food processing plant regulations.  

Phosphorus – We continue to work with state agencies on rules limiting phosphorus discharges from industrial and
municipal resources.

Climate Change – MWFPA joined coalitions in each state and nationally, to educate policymakers as to the significant
economic peril associated with the regional cap-and-trade regulations proposed in the Midwestern Governor’s Accord.
Through the coalitions we continue to fight climate change proposals in all states that will cripple industries in the
Midwest.

Taxes and Fees – MWFPA led a coalition effort to eliminate a new fee on slaughter facilities which would have cost
members thousands of dollars.

Ground Water Regulation – MWFPA is working with legislators to ensure new groundwater regulations don’t limit the
efficient use of water when growing and processing raw products.  A tour of a processing facility was conducted to
show policy makers and the public how water is used and disposed of efficiently.

Bisphenol A – Minnesota adopted a BPA ban in baby bottles and sippy cups and Wisconsin introduced similar
legislation.  MWFPA worked with a coalition to lesson the impact of the legislation and insure that its’ safe use is
allowed in food packaging.  

WIC Programs – We continue to submit comments and work with state agencies to allow processed fruits and
vegetables in state WIC programs.

Energy – MWFPA supported proposal to upgrade transmission lines in the Midwest and the use of bio-mass as a fuel
in electric generation. 
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Midwest Food Processor Association 2009 Board of Directors

Chairman – Gary Braun, Del Monte Foods
Vice Chairman – Darek Frye, McCain Foods USA, Inc.
Secretary/Treasurer – Ken Sevcik, Faribault Foods, Inc.

Joe Beckers, Allens Incorporated
Joe Breid, Bush Brothers & Company
Bob Goeres, Lodi Canning Company
Bruce Jacobson – Lakeside Foods
Randy Karcz, Hydrite Chemical Company

Randy Albrecht, Jennie-O Turkey Store
John Reimer, JAX/USA Lubricants
Gary Corona, General Mills
Paul Palmby, Seneca Foods
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